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Project abstract:  

 In this interdisciplinary project, i will become a rich, famous, and successful artist. More 
specifically, i will become Jeff Koons (net worth $290 Million, born Jan 1, 1955). In a world 
already cluttered with things and people, this project would serve the dual purpose of not 
creating more, but instead replacing existing work and people, and continuing what is already a 
tried and true strategy. Additionally, this tried and true strategy would allow me to live out the 
contemporary teleology of an artist in today’s global art market, that is, becoming rich, famous, 
and successful.  

Project description: 

Taking the form of a human life and its great achievements, this project will be 
trailblazingly interdisciplinary. It can be described as comprising 3 major sections: The Being, The 
Have Done, and The Doing.  

Starting with ‘The Being’: in this portion of the project, i myself will become Jeff Koons. 
First of all, i will need to develop a physical resemblance to “the rich, famous, and successful 
artist”. Jeff Koons stands at about 6’2”, so as a first measure i will remove roughly an inch of bone, 
muscle, and other tissue from each of my shins. While this procedure is healing, i will commision a 
team of  plastic surgeons to execute a number of cosmetic operations on my face to copy as exactly 
as possible the likeness of Jeff Koons. This will involve a rhinoplasty, cheek augmentation, chin 
surgery, ear surgery, and a general skin graft to replicate his complexion. My irises will get 
replaced with blue implants and i will dye and cut my hair to match, plus apply laser removal to 
shape the brow and scalp line to match those of Koons. I will get dental implants and surgery done 
on my finger prints so that i am able to be perceived as Jeff Koons to the look of machines as well as 
humans. A diet and exercise routine will be developed as conform to his shape and ability, and 
produce a more similar gut bacteria ecosystem and thus stool sample to Jeff Koons. This process 
will also involve a study in the replication of his scent, and a pharmacological process will 
conform the functioning of my glands to release identical hormones and pheromones as The Artist. 
After getting my vocal chords reshaped, i will study all the available footage of Koons online and 
send hired detectives to get video and audio of him in more personal situations. I will model my 
behavior and speech patterns off of this media. Interfacing this piece with the legal system, i will 
get my name legally changed to “Jeffery L. Koons”, and hire specialists to alter all information on 
my birth certificate to conform to that of an Artist. By the completion of the measures in this 
phase, i will be indistinguishable to a rich, famous, and successful artist, to the point where he will 
no longer be able to tell which of us is the true Artist. 
 In the ‘Have Done’ portion of the project, i will be focused on recreating the oeuvre of a 
rich, famous, and successful artist myself. The primary task will be creating identical works of art 



to each piece currently in existence made by Jeff Koons, and then covertly finding each of the 
originals, destroying it, and replacing it with the version made by me. Of course, by ‘made my me’ i 
mean to denote that i will be hiring the teams who have worked in Jeff Koons’ studios over the 
years to create each of these projects, and having them make an identical iteration as mine. With 
these new works created as my art pieces, i will locate the works they resemble in private 
collections, museums, and public spaces, and disassemble them, covertly putting my own artworks in 
their place. The so called ‘originals’, at this point, are stripped of their materials to be recycled 
into other works i make, such as Balloon Dog, Magenta (1994-2000) being stripped of its coating 
and reworked into Balloon Dog, Blue (1994-2000). Once my works are in place, i will find and 
correct the providence papers of all of these works so that the pieces which exist find themselves 
in place as the currently valid versions.  
 The final phase of this piece will take the form of an ongoing performance work, which will 
produce artifacts in the forms of objects, writing, images, and 2D works. The portion of the work is 
currently titled as “The Doing” and will consist of an upkeep of my day to day life as an Artist. 
This will span across all elements of my life, which will now take on an aesthetic quality as i don’t 
do them as merely a person, but as a rich, famous and successful artist. This will include such 
anticipated works as the currently titled Eating Breakfast and Going to Jury Duty, as well as the 
creation of further works which will continue my legacy and perpetuate my identity as Jeff Koons, 
organizing gallery shows and so forth. I will become legally married to Justine Wheeler-Koons, 
adopt our 6 children, and make sure that my legal ownership of property is secured.  
 Within this phase, as previously mentioned, i will be continuing to make works of Jeff 
Koons’ (my) art. The first of these works will be a series which will be negotiated with The 
Gagosian in New York City to be premiered in one of their gallery spaces. This show, titled Life 
Vessels,  will be centered around a series of paired sculptural works, with a series of paintings 
that go along with them. The sculptures will be sets of vase forms copied exactly from famous 
historical masterworks of pottery, including replications of Amphora from the Greek Red-figure 
Archaic period, a Jingdezhen vase in the blue and white porcelain style, and a Joseon jar. The 
breadth of selections will strive to represent the whole of humanity and a variety of global 
artistic canons, showcasing the way this universal form has been handled as a way to make objects 
which functioned culturally through art, ceremony, and utility. Each of these selections would 
be replicated into two copies, each standing at 7 feet tall from the base on the ground, the 
circumference scaled to the height of the work. One of these copies would be cast in mirror 
polished stainless steel, with slight raises to the images and design work of the original vessel, and 
with these designs precisely enameled on to the surface. The second would be mold cast 
identically to the first, but in untinted glass, preserving these raises in the surface from the steel 
but entirely transparent. This glass iteration will be set up with a terrarium, based around a rare 
tree and filled with endangered species of plant  to be tended to by the gallery staff for the 
duration of the show.  



Equipment and Resources Required: 
1. Team of plastic surgeons 
2. Skilled dentist 
3. Team of hired thieves 
4. Former Employees of Jeff Koons' Studio 
5. Glass molding facilities 
6. Steel casting facilities 
7. Team of botanists 
8. Soil, shrubs, endangered seeds 
9. Large Warehouse 
10. 10 gallon tub of skin bronzer 
11. Palette of Rougain 
12. Teeth Whitening Service Subscription 
13. Specialized Opthamologist 
14. Document forging specialist 
15. Jeff Koons Archivalist 
16. 13 Hardboiled eggs, every day 
17. Team of Lawyers 
18. Pet Snake(s) for my children 
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